The Awetí and their language
130 Awetí in central Brazil, Xingú headwaters (neighbouring the Kuikuro and Trumai). Awetí is a Tupian language, a sub-family of its own, close to the well-known Tupí-Guaraní branch. My work among the Awetí started in 1998, the DOBES project funded by the Volkswagenstiftung is carried out together with Sabine Reiter under the responsability of Hans-Heinrich Lieb since 2001.
Verbs in a Word-and-Paradigm Approach
Verbs are one class of lexical words (opposed to word forms that belong to lexical words).
Each lexical word has two components: 
iit-e-e-/ejkajozoe'i---------
stative Vb.
iit-e-e-/ejkajozoe'iit---
Two allomorphs exist for most prefixes: one stands before consonants (+C), one before vowels (+V). **) If there are two forms in this column, the second, ej-, is used before /a/, and the first, e-, elsewhere.
+ ) The possible re-syllabification of o-depends of several factors, such as the quality of the following vowel, the accentuation and, probably, the speech register (degree of formality). Before (even accentuated) /u/, the form is o-. †) In the row for prefixes used with nouns, there are two forms each. The left one, respectively, is used by men (this is, in the male variety), the right one by women.
T-A-M Category Affixes
Permissive Mood Person Prefixes: kype ti '(it was) here, they say' kype a'ang '(it was) apparently here' oto me 'he went' Definite? (the speaker thinks the hearer considered his going, e.g., the speaker asked 'did he go?') oto a'yn 'he went' Indefinite? (the speaker thinks this fact is totally new to the hearer)
T-A-M Category Auxiliary Particles

The Functional Verb Form System
The Formal Verb Form System
Awetí Verb Paradigms: Examples
The interaction of the formal with the functional categories is represented in the "system connecten" (assignment of functional category sets to formal category sets, being element of all the formal categories is a sufficient condition for assigning the form to all the functional categories). The characterization of this component of paradigm bases is one of the most fundamental tasks in language description. The part of the system connectionthat is used for constructing the following paradigm elements: In the same way, we obtain the following elements of the following two paradigms: totu P = { ‹tut etoka ; {-1; +2; -3; SubjCnt; Neg; Pvf; Fut; Ind; . . . } ›;
('you(sg) will not go') ‹itotu tepe ; {+1; -2; -3; SubjCnt; Pos; Pvf; Frst; Circ; . . . } ›;
('I went in vain') ‹ito 1 ; {-1; +2; -3; SubjCnt; Pos; Pvf; N-Fut; Pms; . . . } ›; ('go!') . . . } nãtupu P = {‹atupeju 1 ; {+1; -2; -3; SubjCnt; Pos; Prog; N-Fut; Ind; . . . } ›; ('I am looking') ‹pejtup 1 ; {-1; +2; +3; SubjCnt; Pos;Pvf; N-Fut; Ind; . . . } ›; ('you(pl) see') ‹pejtup 1 ; {-1; +2; +3; SubjCnt; Pos; Pvf; N-Fut; Pms; . . . } ›; ('you(pl) may look') . . . }
